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preface. 



Considerable interest having been raised in this Old Court by 

■ 

the appearance of an article thereon in ''Old Nottinghamshire/' 
published twelve months ago, I have complied with the sugges- 
tion of several of my friends by re-writing the same« supplying 
a list of the High Stewards, &c., &c., and presenting it to the 
public in pamphlet form. 

Although the Court has only been abolished thirty-two years 
it is somewhat remarkable that so little is known of its history. 
In compiling the following pages I have consulted every 
authority which has suggested itself to my mind, and am 
afraid that very little further information can be added. 

I have also, as far as possible, given the references to all the 
authorities quoted, and trust that these, with the Index, may be 
of some use to students of local history. 

To Major A. E. Lawson Lowe, F. S. A., I am indebted for 

his courtesy in revising the list of High Stewards, and to Mr. 

J. P. Briscoe, F R.H.S., editor of * Old Nottinghamshire," my 

thanks are due for the loan of two of the blocks which help to 

elucidate the text. 

J.T.G. 
Old Lenton, 

Nottingham, 
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HE parentage of William Peverel, 
governor of Nottingham Castle, 
and founder of Lenton Priory, 
Notts., and St. James' Priory, 
Northampton, has been at various 
times, very fully discussed. ( Vide 
" The Conqueror and hit Com- 
panion!," by J, R. Planch^, i. 71; 
ii. 69, 158-175 ; " The Worthies 0/ NoUinghamshire," ed. by 
C. Brown, F.R.S.L. 1-6; and "Local Notes and 
Queries" in Nottingham Guardian, September 7, 14, 31, 
1881.) The Conqueror, as a special mark of his royal 
favour, bestowed on Peverel loa manors, nine of which 
were situated in the county dl Nottingham. He died 
Febraary 25th, iii], and was buried at St. James' 
Priory, Northampton. " Peverelles annes ys golde, azure 
verrey. And his crest ys a Saresins hed, and his beste 
ys a lyon gueules motdrying a dragon with his mouth." 
{flarl. MS. 1499, f+>.) 
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Attached to tho great honour or barony of Peverel in 
the counties of Nottingham and Derby, was a jurisdiction 
or court-leet known as the Peverel Court. When in the 
height of its power, the Honour, as the jurisdiction of the 
Court was named, comprised 127 towns and villages in 
Nottinghamshire, and 120 in Derbyshire, a list of which 
is given in Deering's Nottinghamia vetus et nova, p. 354-6, 
and Pilkington's Derbyshire ii. 15. On the flight of 
William Peverel, the grai\dson, in 1 155, the king seized his 
lands,* and retained ihem in his hands until he bestowed 
them, with some exceptions, on his son John, Earl of 
Morteign and Nottingham, in 11 74. The Court was now 
de facto a piincely one, and continued in the hands of John 
until his accession to the throne in 1199, when it became 
merged in the crown. 

In 1 173 (19 Henry H.) the Honour was in the custody 
of Robert Fitz-Ralph, (Sheriflf of Notts, and Derbyshire, 
1 166), and in 1185 (31 Henry II.) it was in the hands of 
the King. (Madox, History of the Exchequer^ 2 ed. i. 297-8) 
According to the Great Roll of 1 183 (29 Henry II.) Ralph 
Murdac, Sheriff of the counties of Nottingham and Dciby 
rendered an account of £i 1 9 8s. od., of the farm of the 
Honour of Peverel.f In 1 196-7 (8 Richard I.) the Sheriflf, 
William Briwerre, gave account of the scutage of the 
Honour of Peverel of Nottingham, assessed the year before, 
being the second for the army in Normandy. (Thoroton, 



• Vide «* Old Nottinghamshire," ed. by J. P. Briscoe, F.R.H.S., p. 90 

t *' So also an Honor might be lett to ferm, or put into custody, like 

M a Maaonr or other esUte in land." Madoz, Jiaronia Angliea^ p. 89. 
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Aniiquiiies of Nottinghamshire^ ^^77* 207b.) In 1204. 
(5 John) the Honour was in the custody of Hugh Bardolf, 
(Madox i.. 405), and in 1207 it was in the hands of the 
King. In 1250 a survey of the Honour of Peverel, co* 
Notts., was made, a transcript of which is preserved in the 
British Museum, Add. MS. 25^1.59, pp. 1-14. 

'*In the forty-fourth year of K. jy^fwry ///. (1260), in 
a Plea moved in the Court of Exchequer between John de 
Luvetot, Keeper of the Honour of Peverell of Nottingham^ 
then in the King s hands, and Simon de Asselacton^ Sherif 
of the counties of Nottingham and Derby, Search was made 
in the Rolls of the Exchequer. By those Rolls it was 
ascertained (that is manifestly proved) that Roger de 
Luvetot, Keeper of that Honor, did answer to the King 
upon his Account rendred in the fortieth year of that 
King, for the profits of View of Frankpledg, as pertaining 
to his Fcrme of that Honor. Thereupon the Barons gave 
judgment for the said John de Luvetot^ (Madox, Baronia 
Anglica^ p. 89,) 

The Chapter of Southwell and the Prioress of Brewood 
were certified in the Testa de Nevil to hold three parts of 
the town of Calverton, of the Honour of Peverel. 
(Thoroton, 296a.) 

The next holder of the Honour was probably Hugh de 
Stapleford, to whom it was granted by Henry III. for life. 
In the 1 8th year of Edward I., when :>ir Gervase de Clifton 
was Sheriff, great complaint was made, and a jury of 
Broxtowe wapentake found, that William de Tytheby and 
Aunsell de Gameleston held the farm of the Baiiwick of 
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Broxtowe for nine marks, bj which they got a living, and 
that it was to the great damage of the county. They also 
found that the greatest part of Broxtowe wapentake formed 
part of the Honour of Peverel which was held by Hugh 
de Stapleford by charter of King Henry 111. for the term 
of life, and that the farm of the Honour was also raised 
in the same manner as firoxtowe wapentake, to the great 
abuse of the county. (Thoroton, 205.) 

In the reign of Edward I., Sir Gervase de Clifton 
married the daughter and heiress of Gervase de Rabacy, 
who held lands in Clapton, by finding an under^hailiff U> 
make summons and distress in the Court of PevereL 
(Thoroton, 54a.) 

The Court was originally held in the Chapel dedicated 
to Saint James, the site of which was lately occupied by 
the Independent Chapel in St. James' Street, Nottingham. 
The Court continued to beheld here until 1316,* when 
Edward II. discharged it from that burden by his charter 
to the Carmelite Friars. (Deering, p. 1 27,) The Court 
was probably removed hence to the County Hall. In 1321 
the King kept Court at Nottingham Castle, and gave the 
Corporation a further benefit (that is, in addition to his 
charter granted March 16, 131 3), by exempting the town 
from the jurisdiction of the Court of the Honour of 
Peverel. In this year (i 32 1 ) the Honour was in the hands 
of the King. (Madoz, Exchiqner^ i. 535.) 



• Dickimoiii « Histoiy of Southwell," says 9th year of Kdward III. 
1335*) 
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On the 26th Sept., 1336 (10 Edward III ) the King 
granted, among other tokens of his royal favour, to his 
" well-beloved*' William Eland and his heirs for ever, for 
the yearly payment of fourteen marks, the baliwick of the 
Honour of Peverel, in consideration of the great services 
he had rendered in the capture of Roger Mortimer* Earl 
of March, at the Castle at Nottingham. His son, William, 
afterwards ^41 Edward HI ) held this baliwick of the King 
in the counties of Nottingham and of Derby by the 
service of paying 14 shillings yearly. On the grant being 
made to William Eland the elder (1336), it would appear 
that the Court was removed from the County Hall, where 
it had been held since the year 1316, to the mansion 
occupied by William Eland, Constable of Nottingham 
Castle, at the manor of Algarthorpei in the parish of 
Basford (2 miles north of Nottingham). 

*' In or about the fourteenth year of I^ing Richard 11^ 
(1390) it was found by an Escheatours enquest, \}caSiJohn 
de Loudham^ Chivaler, held the manour of Walton in 
Dtrbyihire of the King in capiie^ as of the Honor of Peoerell 
by the service of suit to Court, for all services. Afterwards 
in the eighteenth year of King Richard IL it was alleged 
in the Court of Exchequer, thdXjohn de Laudham held the 
manor of Walton in Derbyshire oi the King in capite^ as of 
the Honor of Peverel^ by the service of one Knight's Fee." 
(Madoz, Baronia^ 185.) 

The baliwick remained with the Elai^d family until Mary, 
daughter of Thomas Eland, who married Rowland Revell, 
on the death of her husbandi conveyed (23 Henzy VIIL) 
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the manor of Algarthorpe, and all her lands elsewhere, 
together with the baliwick of the Honour of Peverel to 
Randall Revell*' because he had holpen her in her great 
suits she had with Nicholas Strelley, Esq., concerning her 
said inheritance." Hugh Revell, cousin and heir of 
Mary Eland was the next holder of the baliwick. 

Thomas Hutchinson, Esq., of Owthorpe, afterwards 
purchased the Basford property of the Elands, and along 
with it the ** Honour of Peverel/* and conferred the latter 
on his second son John, who, thus becoming High Steward 
of the Court, settled in fiasford. Eland Hall having, as 
it would seem, fallen into decay, John Hutchinson removed 
the Court to his own mansion which stood a little to the 
north of Basford Church. Within a few years this •* un- 
worthy branch" of the Hutchinson family not only 
wasted the whole of their own property, but allowed the 
Court of which they were but stewards for the public, to 
fall into complete disuse, until it was revived and re- 
modelled by a charter of Charles I. granted in the 14th 
year of his reign. Broxtowe* and Thurgarton hundreds 
were added to the Honour, and it was ordered that the 
new places should be called The additional limits. The 
charter also contained some regulations respecting the 
Deputy Steward and other officers, and the prison of the 
Honour. By letters patent dated May 31, 1638 (14 
Charles I.) Lord Goring (George Goring, created Baron 
Goring April 14, 1628, and Earl of Norwich Nov. 8, 1646. 

^^ • Set p. 8. 
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He died 6th January 1662-3.) was appointed High Steward 
for life. Previous to his appjintment Mr. James Chad wick 
was the prime mover in getting the po^vers of the Court 
revived. 

*' Chadwick, a fellow of most pragmatical temper, was 
at first a boy that scraped trenchers in the house of one of 
the poorest justices in the county, but yet such a one as 
had a great deal of formality and understanding of the 
statute law, from whom this boy picked such ends of law 
that he became first the justice's, then a lawyer's clerk ; 
then, I know not how, got to be a parcel judge in Ireland, 
and came over to his own country swelled with the repu- 
tation of it, and set on foot a base, obsolete, arbitrary 
court, which the Conqueror of old had given to one 
Peverel, his bastard, which this man entitling my lord 
Goring unto, executed the office under him, to the great 
abuse of the country. At the beginning of the Parliament 
they had prosecuted him for it, but that my Lord Goring 
begged of Sir Thomas Hutchinson to spare him, and 
promised to lay it down for ever ; so from the beginning 
of parliament he executed not that office, but having an 
insinuating wit and tongue, procured himself to be deputy 
Recorder of Nottingham, my lord of Clare being chief. 
Never was a truer Judas since Iscariot's time than he, for 
he would kiss the man he had in his heart to kill ; he 
naturally delighted in mischief and treachery, and was so 
exquisite a villain, that he destroyed those designs he 
might have thriven by, with overlaying them with fresh 
knaveries." ('^Memoirs of Colonel Hutchinson,'* by bis 
widow.) 



It Zbt Cowit of tbe 



The above named " Lord of Clare " was John Holies, 
second Earl of Clare, eldest son of John, first Earl, by 
Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Stanhope. He succeeded 
his father in 1637, and was appointed Recorder of Notting- 
ham in 1642, Mr. Chadwick acting as his deputy. The 
Earl died January 2nd, 1665, and was buried in the Chapel 
of Our Lady (south transept) in St. Mary's Church, 
Nottingham. 

Bailey (" Annals of Notts." i, 642,) says : " A careful 
perusal of the new charter under which the Court of the 
Honour of Peverel was at this time re-established, leads 
us to the conviction that the abuse directed by 
Mrs. Hutchinson against Chadwick, on account of the 
revival of this Court, (save upon the principle that all 
Courts for the recovery of debts, where a power to 
imprison is conferred, are radically base and arbitrary,) is 
extremely unjust and improper, ll imprisonment for debt 
was a cruelty and injubtice to the country^ the Peverel 
Court, as revived under Lord Goring, only shared the 
guilt which the rest of the legal tribunals of the country 
incurred in the incarceration of the persons of poor or 
fraudulent debtors, whilst the charier of its re-enactment 
contained divers provisions against the abuse of power» 
which did not exist in many of them, and more especially 
in this one, as it stood in its original formation : so that 
instead of Mr. Chadwick being deserving of the severe 
censures bestowed upon him, in such unbecoming language, 
by Mrs. Hutchinson, for the revival of this Court, it would 
more probably appear, to every impartial person, that he 
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was deserving of tfie highest praise for the care with which 
he guarded from abuse the administration of the law, in 
the case of actions for debt or trespasses, in this court, by 
the wholesome provisions he caused to be engrafted in its 
charter." 

Besides being for several years deputy-recorder of 
Nottingham, as well as the Steward of the Peverel Court, 
Mr. Chadwick, sometimes known as Colonel Chadwick, 
served twice in Parliament, as member for the town of 
Nottingham, and appears to have enjoyed the esteem and 
confidence of his constituents. By his own perseverance, 
combined with considerable talent, he had risen from very 
humble beginnings in life to the possession of property and 
influence beyond that of most men around him. He 
appears to have had an extensive and profitable practice as 
a barrister, regularly keeping chambers in one of the Inns 
of Court, London, besides being engaged professionally 
as one of the inferior judges in Ireland. It is not difficult 
to discover by a carefnl perusal of the Memoirs^ what were 
the true grounds for the hostility which Colonel and 
Mrs. Hutchinson, bore towards Chadwick. He considered 
the Colonel to be an enthusiast, and the town to be insecure 
whilst in his keeping. In these respects he might be 
erroneous in his judgment, but there is no just reason for 
supposing that his motives were corrupt. There does not 
appear to be the least doubt that the charges brought 
against Mr. Chadwick by Mrs. Hutchinson,. were false and 
malicious. It is impossible that any man, in those da3rs, 
with such a character, could have secured the ^ood-wtU 
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a&d cottfideoce, and lired in the esteem of persons of all 
tanks of life, as Mr. Chadwickdid. Hediedin June, 1660. 

Colonel John Hutchinson, above referred to, was the 
eldest snnriving son of Sir Thomas Hutchinson, by his 
first wife Margaret, daughter of Sir John Byron, of New- 
stead, and was bom at Nottingham, September, 1615. 
He married (July 3, 1638.) Lucy, daughter of Sir Allen 
Apsley, Bart., late Lieutenant of the Tower of London, 
and served as Colonel in the Parliamentarian Army, having 
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ttie Castle and Town of Nottingham in his keeping. At 
the trial of Charies I. he sat as a member of the High 
Commission Court, and signed the death warrant. ADer 
the Restoration he was confined in Sandown Castle, Kent. 
He died after eleven months imprisonment, Sept. ti, 1664., 
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and was buried at Owthorpe. Notts. 
The anm of Hutchinson are. Per 
pale gales and azure, a sem^e of cross 
crosslets, or, a lion rampant guardant, 
argent. Cret/, a cockatrice azure, 
legged and combed, or. 

In 1658 Lord Whalley (Colonel Edward Whalley, of 
Screveton, Notts.. Regicide and cousin to Oliver Cromwell. 
Died at Hadley, Massachusetis, in 167S.) havingexpressed 
his wish to have the Court of the Honour of Peverel 
restored to Nottingham, from which, as we have seen, it 
' was exempted in ijii,the Corporation caused a letter to 
be written to him. expressive of their disapproval of such 
proposed arrangement, when the project was abandoned. 

By letters patent dated April 14^11 >i> ^be i6th year of 
Charies IL. the Honour of Peverel was granted to Charles, 
md Earl of Norwich, (son of George, first Earl ; died s. p. 
March 3, 1670, when the title became extinct,) and Henry 
Goring, and to their deputies, during their lives, and the 
life of the survivor. Henry Goring surrendered his office, 
and the said King by letters patent dated Jan. z 3rd in the 
15th year of his reign (167+), appointed Henry, Lord 
Wigonie, Charies, Lord Herbert, his son and heir apparent, 
and Arthur, Lord Somerset, his second son, High Stewards 
of the Honour during their natural lives, and the life of the 
longer liver of them. Charles II. by a charter granted in 
the same year, remodelled the Court in several particulars. 
The charter directed that the Steward to be appointed by 
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the High Steward, should be an utter Barrister ; it also 
regulated his office and empowered him to appoint a 
Prothonotary. By this charter, Simon Degcre (a barrister), 
was appointed Steward for life, and then Thomas Eyre for 
life, under the regulation of the High Steward. The 
jurisdiction of the Court was extended to the Manor of 
Worksop, to Chesterfield and other places in Derbyshire, 
and to Rotherham, Sheffield, &c., in Yorkshire. 
(Dickinson, p. 390.) 

Queen Anne, by letters patent, dated June 22ndt in the 
fifth year of her reign (1706), reciting that the office of 
High Steward of the Honour of Peverel being only 
honorary, and having been long enjoyed by the family of 
Sir Thomas Willoughbv, Baronet, the Queen, in consider- 
ation of the good and acceptable services performed unto 
her by the said Sir Thomas Willoughby, granted " the 
office and place of High Steward of the Honour of Peverel 
in the county of Nottingham and Derby, and of all and 
every the manors, lordships, lands, and hereditaments to 
the said Honour belonging or appertaining together, to 
Sir Thomas Willoughby, Baronet, to have, hold, exercise, 
and enjoy, to the only proper use and behoof of the said 
Sir Thomas Willoughby, and of his heirs and assigns, for 
ever, in free and common soccage, by the yearly rent of 
one peppercorn at the Feast of St. Michael, if the same 
shall be lawfully demanded." 

Sir Thomas Willoughby was raised to the peerage, Dec. 
31, 171 1, as Baron Middleton, of Middleton, in the County 
of Warwick; His descendants held the office of High 






twnour or pevetel- 



Steward until the abolition of the Court in 1849, the last 
High Steward being Digby, seventh Baron Middleton, who 
died, unmamed, Nov. 5. 1856. 

The Arms of Middleton are :— Quarterly, ist and 4th, or, 
fretty, az., for Willoughby of Parham ; ind and 3rd, or, 
on two bars, gu, three 
water-bougets, arg., 
two and one, for 
Willougkby of Middle- 
ton. Crest. The bust 
of a man, couped at 
the shoulders, and 
affronts, ppr, ducally 
crowned, or. Supporters. Dexter, a pilgrim, or grey friar, 
in his habit, ppr., with his beads, cross, etc., and staff in 
his right hand, arg. ; sinister, a savage, with a club in his 
exterior hand, wreathed about his temples and middle with 
laurel.all ppr., each supporterholding a banner, gu., fringed, 
or, ensignedwithanowl, arg., gorged with a ducal coronet, 
collared and chained, or, the owl being the crest of Wil- 
loughiy of Middleton. Motto. Verity sans peur. 

The three successive Deputy Stewards of the Court at 
Basford previous to the year 175 1 were Mr. William Thorpe, 
Mr. John Farnsworth, and Mr. Edwin Willmot (Deering, 
117), Mr. Francis Evans acting as Prothonotary during 
the Stewardship of the latter. 

John Howard, the philanthrophist, (bom Sept. 2, i-jzb ; 
died Jan. 10, 1790.) visited in 1776 and 1779 the Peverel 
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Prison at Basford, which he thus describes, " This is his 
majesty's gaol or prison of the court of record of his 
honour of Peverel and additional limits of the same in 
the counties of Nottingham and Derby. Thomas, Lord 
Middleton, high steward. One room with three beds. 
The keeper said he had another little room for women- 
prisoners ; but having none of that sex, he made use of 
it for his servants. The house is his freehold. Fees ; 
13s 4d. by the court roll. The debts were from forty 
shillings to fifty pounds, but now are from ten pounds (see 
19 George III. cap. Ixx.) to fifty pounds. 1776, Sept. 24, 
3 prisoners ; 1779, Sept. 20, 2 prisoners." ("The State of 
the Prisons in England and Wales," by John Howard, 
F.R.S., second edition, 1780, p. 284.) 

In 1789 John Balguy, of Swan wick, Esq., was the 
Deputy Steward. 

Previous to the removal of the Court to Lenton at the 
close of the year 1790, the Gaoler, John Sands, liberated 
all the prisoners because he had no food allowed for their 
support, and because he was legally advised that if any 
of them died from want of food, he would be liable to take 
his trial as a murderer. On December ist, 1790, the 
Court was held for the first time at the Coffee house, 
Lenton. (2 miles West of Nottingham.) 

• 
Blackner, who visited the prison in. 1796, thus writes: — 

" I went with a friend, one morning in February, to see 

what havoc stern winter had made in the coffee-house 

gardens at Lenton, which had been represented to me as a 
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Hnd of paradise in the summer season ; being unconscious, 
at that time, that one of the most wretched mansions of 
human misery stood within their precincts. Several robins 
were fluttering upon the keenly frozen snow, in quest of 
scattered crumbs ; and a blackbird, all shivering with cold, 
was hopping from spray to spray. The wind whistled, and 
bleak, from the north-east, the angrj- blast blew. While 
walking in pensive admiration, my ears were stricken with 
the sound of a human voice, the tremulous cadence of 
which bespoke the anguish of the bosom whence it came. 
These were the words which it uttered : — * God bless you, 
master, pray relieve a poor prisoner, famishing for want of 
food, and trembling with cold.' A clap of thunder would 
not have made so deep an impression on the'memory — 
death alone can remove the impression from the heart. 
Hastily turning about, a man appeared, peeping through a 
hole in a door, with a beard of four weeks' growth upon his 
face, which was otherwise haggard and meager, his eyeballs 
glaring with anxiety, and his body sparingly clad in filthy 
rags. What ! a prison in a pleasure garden ! was the first 
exclamation that presented itself — and pray what is your 
offence, my poor man ? and what your means of subsistence? 
* My offence,' replied the victim, * is that of running 
twenty-five shillings in debt, when my family was nearly 
perishing with hunger, during last year's famine, (1795) 
and which I have not been able to pay ; and my means of 
subsistence, (while, with a look which was half sarcastic 
and half expressive of his sufferings, he pointed towards 
a pump) my means of subsistence are all within that well, 
except a few scraps which the keeper pleases to give me. 
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for cleaning his knives and his shoes.' What I is it to be 
borne, that, in what is called a land of liberty, a human 
being is to be incarcerated within four walls, without 
bread and without fire. * That is all* replied the prisoner, 
still pointing towards the pump ; * and, as my wife and 
children are now supported by the parish, not one of them 
can come near me to cheer me with a smile.' Without 
calculating upon consequences, or reflecting that my 
strength was inadequate to the performance of what the 
wounded feelings of the heart suggested, I immediately 
set my shoulder to the door, with the hope of wresting it 
from its hateful hinges ; but the unhappy man stopt me by 
saying, ' you will only, by a vain attempt, bring yourself 
into trouble, and add much to mine; for, if I should 
obtain the keeper's displeasure, he will not give me a 
morsel of bread, to prolong my miserable existence, till 
the rules of this court will permit me to leave this abode 
of sorrow ; in which case I must die of want here, and 
never see my disconsolate family more.' A flood of tears 
gave relief to the writer's half-bursting heart, he forced the 
small contents of his pockets into the hands of the 
wretched sufferer, and then fled from this disgraceful dreg 
of the feudal law." (History of Nottingham, 1816, p. 105.) 

Some authorities state that when the Court was first 
removed to Lenton it was held in a room over the Priory 
gateway, and was afterwards removed thence to the White 
Hart Inn, which was erected in 1804 by Mr. Wombwell, 
who afterwards had charge of the prisoners, special apart- 
ments in the rear being set apart as a prison. 
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In 1 815 the High Steward's deputy was Mr. John Balguy, 
bsfrrister, and Mr. S. Sanders, solicitor, the prothonotary. 
The Court was held before the prothonotary every Tuesday, 
and the writs issued were returnable the next Court day 
following that on which they were issued ; and a general 
Court, called " The Court of Trials," at which the High 
Steward, in whose name the processes were witnessed, 
was supposed to preside, was held twice a year. The 
Court was a Court of Record, held persons to bail, and 
had cognizance of causes, such as trespass, assault, and 
the like, where the damage did not exceed ^50, but the 
Act preventing arrests for debts under -fio deprived it of 
much of its business. The inhabitants of the Honour 
only were liable to serve on its juries. 

Close by the prison was (and is) a bowling green, where 
the players and company were waited upon by the 
prisoners, from which it is evident that their confinement 
was not very rigorous. The Court room contained a num- 
ber of old portraits, probably of former Stewards, but they 
have been dispersed during the last few years. The prison 
still remains. According to a return to an order of the 
House of Commons, it appears that the number of 
summonses issued by the Court during the year 
ending July i, 1848, amounted to 1344, being an increase 
of more than 850 on the average of the three . previous 
years. During the same year the fees received amounted 
to jfizSf being upwards of ^150 more than the average. 
This great increase was principally owing to the fact that 
the number of summonses issued in the town of Sheffield 
in the year ending July, 1848, amounted to 880, or 850 
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above the average of the preceding three years. The 
return also contains the Plaintiffs' costs incurred in two 
actions, in one of which, where the amount of debt re- 
covered amounted to -fz 14s. I id., the plaintiffs' costs 
alone were jfij 1 is. od., and in another where the amount 
recovered was £*$ 1 2s. 8d., the plaintiffs' costs amounted 
10/^40 i6s. 4d., or when they were taxed, to ^26 17s. lod. 

Some idea of the manner in which the business of the 
Court was conducted in its latter days may be obtained 
from the following extract from the Nottingham Review^ 
March 24, 1 848 : — 

PEVEREL COURT OF TRIALS. 

A court for the trial of causes was held on Tuesday last 

[March 21, 1848] at the White Hart Inn, Lenton, near this town. 

John Barker, Esq., barrister-at-law, the Judge and Deputy 

Steward of the Honour of Peverel, attended by Abraham 

Cann, Esq., prothonotary, Mr. William Johnson, the capital 

bailiff, and a number of professional gendemen, took his seat 

at ten o'clock in the morning, and the following gentlemen were 

sworn in as the jury. [Here follows list or jury and particulars 

of 13 cases tried.] The business occupied the court until four 

o'clock, when the judge, jury, and professional gentlemen sat 

down to dinner, which was got up in the most recherche style 

by the landlord, and consisted of every delicacy. After the 

cloth was drawn, Abraham Cann, Esq.* took the chain and 

Mr. Thomas Flower (foreman of the jury) the vice-chair ; and 

harmony and conviviality were kept up for some time. 

At the Court held June 5, 1849, three men from Ripley, 
were each ordered to be. imprisoned for 40 days in Derby 
County Goal, for refusing to pay debts and costs. 
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A copy of a "process" issued by this Court of the year 
1846 is preserved in the Nottingham Free Public Library, 
and a blank form of " jury summons " is in the possession 
of the writer. 

The seal used by the Peverel 
Court obviously dates from about 
the time wheu the additional 
limits were granted to the Court. 
It represents the heraldic bearing 
of the Peverels, with the Imperial 
Crown over all. to denote the possession of the Court by 
the Sovereignj of England, and is surrounded by the in- 
scription. Honor de Peverel et addic limit eivs. 

With regard to the arms of the Peverel family, it may 
reasonably be doubted from the absence of anything like 
armorial bearings in the Bayeux tapestry, and from other 
contemporary evidence, whether coats of arms (properly 
so-called) were borne at all at that early period, and we 
may conclude that the arms ascribed to the Peverels had 
their origin at a far later time. Be this as it may, authori- 
ties differ as to the coat which the Peverels of Nottingham 
are reputed to have borne. Tong, in his visitation of the 
Northern Counties, gives the arms of William Peverel, 
founder of the Priory of Lenton, as — Vair6 or and azure, 
(See p. 5.) Other authorities give a very different coat, 
viz.) Quarterly gults and vair6 or and vert, over all a lion 
rampant argent. But the coat most commonly ascribed to 
the family, and presumably that which is intended to ap- 
pear on the seal of the Court of the Honour of Peverel is 
— Vair£ or and gules — a coat subsequently borne by the M- 
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Ferrers, Earls of Derby, who are said to have acquired it 
through a supposed marriage with the heiress of William 
Peverely of Nottingham, the third and last of that name, 
which marriage is now considered to be fallacious. 

In 1849, a Bill was prepared and brought into the House 
of Commons by the Attorney-General and Mr. Comewall 
Lewis, " to amend the Act for the more easy recovery of 
small debts and demands in England, and to abolish 
certain inferior Courts of Record." This Bill received the 
Royal Assent, August ist, and became law as izth and 13th 
Vict, cap. loi. Sections 13 and 14 abolished ''the 
Court of the Marshalsea of Household of the Kings of 
England, and the Court of our Lady the Queen of the Palace 
of the Queen at Westminster, and Her Majesty's Court of 
Record for the Honour of Peveril and additional limits of the 
same,' the powers of which ceased on the 3 ist day of December 
1849, the actions or suits then pending therein being 
transferred to the Court of Common Pleas, or the County 
Court, as the case required. The records of the abolished 
Courts were, by section 16, placed under the care of the 
Master of the Rolls. Section 17 provided compensation 
to the officers of the abolished Courts, the amounts of 
which were determined by the Commissioners of Her 
Majest/s Treasury. 

The last sitting (Nov., 1849) of this ancient Court was 
held without a case being heard, and it was formally 
adjourned, never to sit again. Thus, shorn of its former 
dignity and power, passed away a relic of the feudal 
system, which, aftt^r strange vicissitudes, survived to the 
middle of the nineteenth century. 
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Hugh Bardolf, occurs 1204.* He was probably the 
brother of Robert Bardolf, feudal lord of Codnor, in 
Derbyshire ; and father of Isol da, wife of Sir Henry de 
Grey, who built Codnor Castle early in the 13 th century. 

Sir Ralph Fitz Nicholas appointed May 18, 1225 
(Lit. Claus, ii, 40) ; governor of Nottingham Castle, 
1224-36, re-appointed governor 1255-6; died 1257. 

Robert le Vavasour, feudal lord of Shipley, in Derby- 
shire, sheriff of the counties of Nottingham and Derby 
from 1235 to 1254. 

Roger de Luvetot, occurs 1255-6. Lord of Wysall, 
governor of Bolsover Castle, and thrice sheriff of 
Notts, and Derbyshire. 

Sir John de Luvetot, younger brother of the last, 
occurs 1259-60, appointed Justice of the Common 
Pleas 1275 ; died Nov. 5, 1294. 

Hugh de Stapleford, appointed for life by Henry HL 
Occurs 1290. 

William Eland, of Algarthorpe, deputy governor of 
Nottingham Castle, appointed Sep. 26, 1336. 

^HuGH Bardolf appears to have been the first High Steward, 
properly so called. Ibis being Peverel's own peculiar Court, be aod 
bis successors down to the accession of King Jubn, occupied much the 
same position as the Crown did after that period. 
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William Eland, of Algarthorpe, occurs 1369. He 
married Cecily, co-heiress of Robert, son of Sampson 
de Strelley. 

William Eland, son of th6 last ; died circa 1429, leaving 
a son William, then nine years of age. 

William Eland, son of the last ; died Dec. 27, 1438. He 
was then only 18 years of age, and seems to have 
been recently married ; he had issue a posthumous 
son, William. 

William Eland, son of the last ; died without issue. 

Thomas Eland succeeded the last named William, and 
was probably his uncle; he died in 1 46 5, without 
issue, and was succeeded by his brother Henry, then 
40 years of age. 

Henry Eland, died Sept. 8, 1493, aged 67. His son 
Thomas died in the lifetime of his father, leaving a 
daughter, Mary, who was heiress to her grandfather. 

Maky Eland, heiress of the last, married Roland Revell, 
who died without issue Nov. 8, 1531. 

Randall Revkll, married Joan daughter of the above- 
named Henry Eland. The Stewardship was conveyed 
to him 23 Henry VIII. 

Hugh Revell, son of last. 

Thomas Hutchinson, of Owthorpe, became High 
Steward by purchase, and settled the same on his 
second son. 
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John Hutchinson, of Basford, second son of last. 

George Hutchinson, of Basford, son of last. 

John Hutchinson, of Basford, son of last ; said to have 
died in poverty. 

George, Lord Goring, appointed May 31, 1638. He 
was created Lord Goring, April 14, 1628, and Earl 
of Norwich, Nov. 8, 1646. He died Jan, 6, 1662-3, 

Charles, 2nd Earl of Norwich, \ Appointed April 
Henry Goring, f 14, 1665. 

Charles, 2nd Earl of Norwich, was the only son of 
the first Earl. He died without issue March 3-, 1670, 
when the Earldom became extinct. Henry Goring 
was a kinsman of the last-named nobleman. He 
succeeded to a baronetcy and was ancestor of the 
present Sir Charles Goring, Bart. 

Henry, Lord Wigorne, \ 

Charles, Lord Herbert, v Appointed Jan. 23, 1674. 

Arthur, Lord Somerset, j 

Henry, 3rd Marquess of Worcester (i.e. Wigorne), 
succeeded his father in 1667, and was created Duke of 
Beaufort, Dec. 2, 1682. He refused to subscribe the 
oath* of allegiance to William IH., and spent the 
latter part of his life in retirement. He died Jan. 21, 
1699. Charles, Lord Herbert, was his eldest son; 
after his father was created Duke of Beaufort he had 
the courtesy title of Marquess of Worcester. He 
died in his father's lifetime. Arthur, Lord Somerset, 
was his younger brother. 
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Sir Thomas Willouohby, of Wollaton, Bart., created 
Lord Middleton, Dec. 31, 171 1, appointed June zz, 
1706, died April 2, 1729. 

Francis, 2nd Lord Middleton, succeeded his father, 
1729; died Aug. i, 1758. 

Francis, 3rd Lord Middleton, succeeded his father, 
1758 ; died Dec. 16, 1774. 

Thomas, 4th Lord Middleton, succeeded his brother, 
1774; died s. p. 19th Jan., 1781. 

Henry, 5th Lord Middleton, succeeded his cousin, 
1781 ; died June 14, i8oo. 

Henry, 6th Lord Middleton, succeeded his father, 
1800; died June 19, 1835. 

DiGBY, 7th Lord Middleton, succeeded his cousin, 
1835 ; last High Steward; died Nov. 5, 1856. 
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Small Dtd/t Act Amendment (Aug. ist, 1S49.) 

XIII. And whereas it is expedient to abolish the 
Court of the Marshalsea of Household of the Kings of 
England, and the Court of our Lady the Queen of the 
Palace of the Queen at Westminster, and Her Majesty's 
Court of Record for the Honour of /Vwn/ and additional 
I,imits of the same ; Be it enacted. That from and after 
the passing of this Act no Action or Suit shall be com- 
menced in any of the said Courts. 

XIV, And be it enacted, That from and after the 
Thirty-first Day of December One thousand eight hundred 
and forty-nine all the Power, Authority, and Jurisdiction 
of the said Court of the Marshalsea,* and of the said 
Court of the Palace of the Queen at Westminster, and of 
the said Court for the Honour of Peveril and additional 



• The Marsbalsea Court fell into disuse on tbe establiihment of the 
Palace Court by letteis patent, Oct. 4tli, t6 Car. U, 
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Limits of the same, and of the Judges of the said Courts 
respectively, shall cease and determine, and that all 
Actions and Suits then depending in the said Courts res- 
pectively shall be transferred, with all the Proceedings 
thereon, to Her Majesty's Court of Common Pleas at 
Westminster, if the Debt or Damages sought to be recovered 
in such Actions or Suits respectively shall exceed the sum 
of Twenty Pounds, and to the County Court for the District 
in which the respective Defendants shall then reside, if 
the Debt or Damages sought to be recovered in such 
Actions or Suits respectively shall not exceed the Sum of 
Twenty Pounds ; and such Actions and Suits so transferred 
shall be dealt with and decided according to the Practice 
of those Courts respectively, or of the Court whence the 
same shall be transferred, according to the discretion of 
the Court to which the same shall be transferred, which 
Court shall, for the Purpose of such Actions or Suits only 
be deemed and taken to have all the Power and Jurisdic- 
tion to all Intents and Purposes possessed before the 
passing of this Act by the Court whence such Action or 
Suit shall be transferred. 

XV. Provided always, and be it enacted, That all 
Judgments obtained in anj of the Courts hereby abolished 
on or before the Thirty-first day of December^ One thousand 
eight hundred and forty-nine shall, notwithstanding the 
passing of this Act, be as valid and effectual, and as 
capable of being enforced by the Process of the Court in 
which such Judgments shall respectively have been 
obtained, as if this Act had not been passed. 
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XVI. And be it enacted, that the Records, Muniments, 
and Writings of the several Courts abolished by this Act 
shall, as soon as conveniently may be after the Thirty-first 
day of December One thousand eight hundred and forty- 
nine, be placed under the Charge and Superintendence of 
the Master of the Rolls for the Time being, to be deposited 
and kept in such Place or Places as the said Master of the 
Rolls shall direct ; and such Records, Muniments, and 
Writings shall thenceforth be deemed to be in the custody 
of the Master of the Rolls under the Authority of an 
Act passed in the Second Year of Her Majesty, intituled 
An Act for Keeping Safely the Public Records ; and until such 
Records, Muniments, and Writings shall be'so placed under 
the Charge and Superintendence of the said Master of the 
Rolls as aforesaid, the same shall be respectively kept by 
the same Persons and, in the same Places as before the 
passing of this Act. 

XVII. And be it enacted, That every Person who is 
legally entitled to any Franchise or Office in any of the 
Courts abolished by this Act shall be entitled to make a 
Claim for Compensation to the Commissioners of Her 
Majest/s Treasury within Six Calendar Months after the 
passing of this Act, and it shall be lawful for the said 
Commissioners, in such Minner as they shall think fit, to 
inquire what was the Nature of the Office, and what was 
the Tenure thereof, and what were the lawful Fees and 
Emoluments in respect of which such Compensation should 
be allowed ; but any Increase of such Fees or Emoluments 
which shall have happened after the passing of the said 
Act of the Tenth Year of Her Majesty shall not be taken 
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into account in estimating the Amount of such Compen- 
sation ; and the Commissioners in each Case shall award 
such gross or yearly sum, and for such Time as they shall 
think just, to be awarded, upon Consideration of the 
special Circumstances of each Case ; and all such Com- 
pensations shall be paid out of the Consolidated Fund of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland : 
Provided always, that if any Person holding any Office in 
any of the said Courts shall be appointed after the passing 
of this Act to any Public Office or Employment, the 
Payment of the Compensation awarded to him under this 
Act, so long as he shall continue to receive the Salary or 
Emoluments of such Office or Employment, shall be 
suspended, if the Amount of such Salary or Emoluments 
be greater than the Amount of such Compensation, or, if 
not, shall be diminished by the Amount of such Salary or 
Emoluments. 
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Anne, Queen, i6 
Apsley, Sir Allen, 14 

, Lucy, 14 

Asselacton, Simon de 7 

Attorney-General 24 

Bailey, Thos., 12 
Balguy, John, 18, 21 
Bardolf, Hugh, 7, 25 

, Robert, 25 

Barker, John, 22 
Beaufort, Duke of, 27 
Blackner, 18-20 
Brewood, Prioress of, 7 
Briscoe, J. P., 6 
Briwerre, William, 6 
Brown, C, 5 
Byron, Sir John,- 14 
, Margaret, 14 

Cann, A., 22 

Chad wick, James, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Charles I., 10, 14, 23 

11., 15 

Clare, Earl of, ii, 12 

Clifton, Sir Gervase de, 7, 8 

Conqueror, The, 5, 1 1 

Cromwell, Oliver, 15 

Deering, Charles, 6, 8 
Degge, Simon, 16 
Dickinson, William, 8, 16 



Edward I., 7, 8 

II., 8 

Ill, 8, 9 

Eland Family, 9, 10, 25, 26 
Evans, Francis, 17 
Eyre, Thomas, 16 

Famsworth, John, 1 1 
Ferrers De, Earls of Derby, 24 
Fitz-Nicholas, Sir Ralph, 25 
Fitz-Ralph, Robert, 6 
Flower, Thomas, 22 

Gameleston. Aunsell de, 7 
Grey, Sir Henry de, 25 
Goring, Sir Charles, Bart., 27 
Goring, George Lord, 10, ii, 

12, 15, 27 
, Henry, 15, 27 

Henry II., 6 

IIIm 7. 8 

VIII., 9 

Herbert, Lord Charles, 15, 27 
Holies, John, 2nd Earl of 

Clare, 12 
Howard, John, 17, 18 
Hutchinson, George, 27 
f Col. John, I f, 13, 



14,15 



T, John, 10, 27 



Hutchinson, Mis. Lucy, ii, ij 



John, E. of Morteign, 6 

John, King, 6, 25 
Johnson, 'William, a 2 

Lewis, Comcwall, 24 
Loudham, John de, 9 
Luvetot, Sir John de, 7, 25 
, Boger de, 7, 25 

Madoi. T., 6, 7. 8. 9 
Middleton, Digby Lord, 17, 28 

, Thos.Lord, rf, 18,27 

, Barons, 28 

Mortimer, Roger, 9 
Murda', Ralph. 6 

Norwich, ist Earl, 10, 15, 27 
, and Earl, 15, 27 

Peverel. William J, 6, II, 23, 24 

Pilkington, James, 6 
Planchft, J. R., 5 

Rabacy. Gervase de, 8 
Bevel 1, Family, 9, 10, 26 



Rolls, Master of th^ 33, 31 

Sandeis, S., 21 
Sands, John, 18 
Stanhope, Anne, 12 

, Sir Thomas, 12 

Stapleford, Hugh de, 7, 8, 2$ 
Slrelley, Nicholas, 10 

, Robert, 26 

Somerset, Lord Arthut, 15, 27 
Southwell. Chapter of, 7 

Thoroton, Robert, 6, 7, 8 
Thorpe, William, i7 
ToQg, Thomas, 23 
Tytheby, WiUiam de. 7 

Vavasour, RoMrt le, 85 

WhaDey, Col. Edward, 15 
Wigome, Henry Lord, 15, 27 
William L, 5, n 

III., 27 

Willmntt, EdvriD, i7 
Willoughby, Sir Ihoraas, 16, 27 
Wombweli, — , 20 
Worcester, 3rd Marquess ot, fj 
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